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Module 6 Assignment 2
Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) involves the use of supplementation methods that substitute writing or speech for individuals who are impaired in speaking or writing language (Reed, 2018). It comprises of various nonverbal techniques ranging from pictures, sign language to mobile apps and speech-generating devices (SGDs). Multiple barriers are linked to the use of AAC devices in the learning process in classrooms. 
The primary barrier that prevents AAC from being used in the classrooms is that the paraprofessionals do not possess enough knowledge and experience to communicate with students who use AAC in the class. Training of educators in the classroom setups on how to communicate with students is essential to enhance the excellent flow of communication. Another barrier is the lack of funding for the devices (Reed, 2018). Financing of these devices is not easy, and it is time-consuming. In a set up where the school funds the tools, the students only use them at school. Thus, the students do not use the devices consistently, and it becomes difficult to use. Stigma is another significant barrier. 
In a classroom where there is a mixture of students who have a speech disability and those who do not have, the school may not recommend the use of the device as the students with disabilities will feel as if they are disabled, and there will be disruption of socialization (Reed, 2018). Thus, students who have speech disabilities may separate themselves. Lack of home training on how to use the devices is also a barrier. When students are not trained to use the tools in-home setup, it will be challenging to maintain their consistency in communicating through the devices. This will contribute to a lack of usage in the classroom as the communication from these students may be ineffective.
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